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THE MARCH . . . COMING 

TOGETHER TO CONQUER CANCER 
∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask that 
the following joint statement of myself 
and my colleague from Michigan, Sen-
ator SPENCER ABRAHAM, be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The joint statement follows: 
JOINT STATEMENT OF SENATOR LEVIN AND 

SENATOR ABRAHAM IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
MARCH . . . COMING TOGETHER TO CONQUER 
CANCER 
Mr. President, we are pleased to join today 

in recognition of the hundreds of thousands 
of people gathering here in Washington and 
in every state in the country on Saturday, 
September 26, 1998 for The 
March . . . Coming Together to Conquer 
Cancer. 

Statistics tell us that cancer will affect 
the lives of virtually every American. Ac-
cording to the American Cancer Society, 
American men have a 1-in-2 lifetime risk of 
developing cancer, and American women 
have a 1-in-3 lifetime risk. It is estimated 
that more than 1.2 million new cancer cases 
will be diagnosed this year, and cancer kills 
Americans at a rate of more than 1,500 per 
day. In our state of Michigan, cancer is the 
second leading cause of death for all people, 
and is the leading cause of death for people 
between the ages of 35 and 49. In 1995, cancer 
took the lives of nearly 20,000 Michigan resi-
dents. What statistics cannot show us are 
the real people behind the numbers whose 
lives have been forever changed by cancer. 
They are parents and children, husbands and 
wives, sisters and brothers, friends and col-
leagues. They are counting on us, and on pol-
icymakers at all levels, to renew our com-
mitment to the effort to develop a cure for 
this deadly disease. 

We are proud that our home state of Michi-
gan is a national leader of The March and in 
cancer research and treatment. The 
Karmanos Cancer Institute, one of the pre-
mier cancer treatment facilities in the coun-
try, is coordinating Michigan’s March-re-
lated activities. The Michigan March will be 
held in Lansing to coincide with The March 
in Washington on September 26th. A steering 
committee, coordinated by the Karmanos 
Cancer Institute, is working hard to ensure 
that people from every corner of Michigan 
participate in The March in Lansing. Orga-
nizers are expecting 10,000 people in Lansing 
on September 26th, including cancer sur-
vivors, friends and family of survivors and of 
those who have lost their lives to cancer, 
health care professionals, government lead-
ers, and many others. We know that even 
though they will be divided by geography, 
the 10,000 people in Lansing will feel a sense 
of unity with the hundreds of thousands of 
others gathering in cities throughout the 
country for a common purpose. 

Mr. President, we have all been touched by 
cancer in one way or another. We all have 
friends, family, or loved ones who have been 
its victims. The March will give a voice to 
those whose voices have been silenced by 
cancer, and it will serve as a call to action in 
the war against this deadly disease. We are 
pleased to stand with those participating in 
The March in Lansing and in Washington, 
and encourage our colleagues to join us in 
expressing our profound respect and grati-
tude to The March participants for their cou-
rageous action.∑ 

f 

CELEBRATING 7 YEARS OF INDE-
PENDENCE FOR THE REPUBLIC 
OF MACEDONIA 

∑ Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my support to the 

Government of the Republic of Mac-
edonia which on September 8th cele-
brated seven years of independence. 

Many of us are encouraged with the 
activities the Government has enacted 
with respect to democracy, human 
rights and international peace. 

Although a small nation of approxi-
mately two million people and the size 
of Vermont, the Republic of Mac-
edonia, located in the very unstable re-
gion of the Balkans, has established 
itself as an example of peaceful, con-
structive, good neighborly country and 
our reliable ally. 

The Republic of Macedonia is the 
only country that, following the dis-
solution of former Yugoslavia in 1991, 
gained independence in a peaceful and 
legitimate manner, by a way of a ref-
erendum and a new Constitution, refus-
ing to take part in the war that was 
waged in the other parts of former 
Yugoslavia, thus showing that at the 
threshold of the 21st century, it is pos-
sible to become independent without 
bloodshed. 

Not only did the Republic of Mac-
edonia opt against policies of terri-
torial aspirations, forceful changing of 
borders and ethnic cleansing, but also 
made it very clear that such policies 
are the cause for conflicts and wars in 
the ethnically intermixed Balkans. 

Over the seven years of its independ-
ence, the Government of the Republic 
of Macedonia has instituted a series of 
economic reforms to control inflation, 
reduce debt, increase exports and foster 
growth. 

Recently, many American investors 
have started to see South-Eastern Eu-
rope as an economic area of large po-
tential with more than 60 million peo-
ple, and the Republic of Macedonia as 
the most strategically located in the 
center of this large market. 

The United States must continue its 
support for the Republic of Macedonia, 
especially having in mind the recent 
developments in neighboring Yugo-
slavia.∑ 
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RECOGNITION OF THE U.S. NA-
TIONAL COMMISSION ON LIBRAR-
IES 

∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise 
today in recognition of the efforts re-
cently made by the U.S. National Com-
mission on Libraries to mobilize re-
sources for the purpose of curbing 
youth violence in this nation. 

Youth violence in America is, unde-
niably, a serious and frightening prob-
lem today. The recent string of highly 
publicized school shootings has made 
this all too clear; over the last ten 
months, 15 people have died and 42 have 
been wounded. This terrifying epidemic 
has spread across the country—from 
Mississippi to Pennsylvania to Wash-
ington. As a result, cities such as 
Jonesboro, Arkansas, and Springfield, 
Oregon, will remain burned in the pub-
lic mind, forever associated with ter-
ror, heartbreak, and inexplicable trag-
edy. When faced with the all too horri-

fying reality of children killing chil-
dren, teachers, even parents, the na-
tion is shaken to its core, as common 
associations of youth and innocence 
are violently broken. Citizens are left 
to mourn and to ask the inevitable 
question: Why? 

But wondering why is not enough. In-
novative action is required if future 
tragedies are to be prevented. And the 
U.S. National Commission on Libraries 
and Information Science is leading the 
way, having committed itself to just 
such action. The Commission is a per-
manent, independent agency of the fed-
eral government charged by Congress 
to advise the President and the Con-
gress on national and international li-
brary and information policies and 
plans. On July 8, 1998, the members of 
the Commission unanimously approved 
a resolution that urges all of society— 
community officials, educators, par-
ents, role models—to support efforts 
made by libraries to assist adults, 
youth, and children in finding, through 
valuable learning resources and experi-
ences, solutions to this outbreak of vi-
olence. The Commission’s recognition 
of the important and constructive role 
libraries can play in the lives of Amer-
ica’s children is commendable. It is 
commitment like this that may help to 
curb the terrifying tide of violence— 
both in the school and in the home. 

Mr. President, I ask that the Resolu-
tion of the Commission be printed in 
the RECORD and serve as a model to all 
of us and our community organizations 
as we struggle to come to terms with 
violence among our youth. 

The Resolution follows: 
U.S. NATIONAL COMMISSION ON LIBRARIES AND 

INFORMATION SCIENCE 
Resolution in Recognition of the Impor-

tant Role of Libraries in the Lives of Amer-
ican Children 

WHEREAS we have seen the recent out-
break of children venting rage and anger by 
killing parents, teachers and schoolmates, 

WHEREAS we know that mental develop-
ment, positive socialization and emotional 
stabilization must begin at birth if children 
are to grow up with full success, 

WHEREAS we are concerned about the 
needs of tens of thousands of young persons 
now in corrections or on probation who may 
return to destructive behaviors if they re-
ceive no redirection, 

Be it Resolved That the U.S. National Com-
mission on Libraries and Information 
Science urges that our society—officials and 
educators at all levels, community leaders, 
parents and other adult caregivers, 
confidantes and role models—utilize the vast 
potential of libraries and support the current 
and potential abilities and efforts of librar-
ians in assisting adults, youth and children 
to seek positive outcomes through wise use 
of information, and 

Be it Further Resolved: That, in seeking so-
lutions through better parenting and learn-
ing experiences for young children and redi-
rection for troubled older children and ado-
lescents, libraries can be a major delivery 
point.∑ 

f 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE 
ARTS 

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. As the Senate con-
siders appropriations for the National 
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